Dr. Torrey said, "about half of these mass killings are being done by people with severe mental illness, mostly schizophrenia." Drs. Lieberman and Torrey are quite right with regard to the high prevalence of severe mental illness among mass murderers, the inadequate state of the care of such psychotic patients in the U.S., and that psychosis is caused by a disease of the brain. At issue is the correct diagnosis for such psychotic mass killers.
The three articles that comprise this issue of Psychiatric Annals address motivations involved in lethal rampages, including the diagnoses of the perpetrators. Since the treatment differs between a bipolar disorder and schizophrenia, and approximately half of the psychotic mass murderers had seen a mental health professional before their rampages, debate in the public forum about diagnoses of psychotic rampage killers is warranted, in this author's opinion, because such discussions are likely to contribute to efforts at prevention. In 1993, Dr. Lake accepted the Chairmanship of Psychiatry at the University of Kansas School of Medicine and remained chair for 3 years, after which he continued on the full-time faculty until his recent partial retirement. As Professor Emeritus, he continues to publish, teach students and residents about mood disorders, and follow his long-term patients. He has more than 250 publications and has achieved life-fellowship status in the American Psychiatric Association and the American College of Neuropsychopharmacology. His current interests are the misdiagnosis of schizophrenia and a more effective strategy for teaching medical students about psychiatry. His book, Schizophrenia is a Misdiagnosis, was published by Springer in 2012.
